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unseasonable displays of zeal, of national peculiarities,
of * pride in the port, defiance in the eye/ have some-
times led to very disagreeable results. Still more is
this the case where the foreign usages ostentatiously
paraded are in contravention to what the c natives?
consider as conventional decorum or morality. Thus,
unveiled female faces, and street drunkenness, things
placed by Levant-Mahometan ideas 011 much the same
level, except, indeed, that the former is in their eyes
a sign of even deeper depravation than the latter,
have from time to time acted unfavourably, and pro-
voked impertinent or brutal demonstrations. But it
would be hardly fair to hold the Mahometan religion
as such responsible in this matter.

From the lower order of towns-folk, some of whose
defects we have just noted, but who, on the whole,
are quieter and more amenable by much to law and
discipline than their more intelligent turbulent Euro-
pean counterparts, we return to the upper or mer-
cantile category.

Very rare is avarice or even stinginess among this
class of men. One of them feeds twenty poor every
Friday from his kitchen and under his own roof; another
year after year equips two or three pilgrims and sends
them at his own expense to Mecca; a third takes under
his charge and maintenance some bereaved family; a
fourth erects public fountains, endows schools, &c.;
hardly one but does something in the charitable line,
for cexpiation/ in their ordinary phrase. "Fasting
conducts a man up to the gate of Heaven; prayer
opens it; but almsgiving brings him within/ said the
Prophet; and in this, as in many other recommen-
dations, he has had the good fortune, rare among
moralists and lawgivers, to be not only honoured but
obeyed, even after the lapse of centuries.